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Michael Pulliam in clinic, 
 late November 2012

"My mother, whose life
 was very difficult, once
 told me, ‘Sometimes all
 you really have is what
 you’ve given away.' "
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Regardless of where you choose to make your splash, what matters
 is the ethic you live by. These two 1975 alums make us proud.

Small pond. Big pond: Great docs.
By Ginger Pyron

Michael Pulliam (res. ’73-75):
 “Within my first week of residency
 at Emory, I came home and broke
 my sons’ BB guns in half. My sons
 understood. And they still do.”

What Michael Pulliam’s sons absorbed that
 day was the same ethic his parents had
 passed along: Do the right thing, even if it
 involves sacrifice. Throughout nearly 50
 years of medical practice in Covington, Ga.
—by some standards, a very small pond—
Pulliam has made his parents’ ethic his own.

 After spending two years in the U.S. Army
 and graduating from the Medical College of
 Georgia, Pulliam set up his general practice
 in Covington. In his initial year, 1966, he
 became the first physician in his area—possibly the first rural physician in
 Georgia—to integrate his waiting room. “That was difficult,” he says. “It cost
 me some patients and some professional camaraderie, but it was a change
 that needed to be made.”

Pulliam was also "probably the first
 doctor, anywhere,” he says, to allow a
 husband to be present in the wife’s
 delivery room. “That just wasn’t done
 then,” he recalls. “I came close to being
 kicked off the staff.”

 Despite his genial rapport with patients
 and his enthusiasm for the profession,
 Pulliam found the years of general
 practice physically and mentally draining.
 “My wife, Elaine, encouraged and supported me every step of the way,” he
 says, “but the schedule wasn’t conducive to an enjoyable family life.” Putting
 his family first, he decided to seek a less sprawling medical path:
 ophthalmology. He chose Emory for its fine reputation and its proximity to
 home.

Emory training, under the direction of
 Phinizy Calhoun, Jr., completely
 satisfied his expectations. At the busy
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 Grady clinics, “We saw so many patients,
 and were exposed to every kind of eye
 disorder that you would encounter out in
 the country.” Pulliam vividly remembers
 a patient with the handle of a pair of
 pliers stuck in his eye, propelled there by
 a lawn mower.

 “Emory and I have maintained a close

 relationship,” Pulliam says, “perhaps

 because I’ve never hesitated to ask

 Emory doctors for advice and help

 when I needed it. There’s a huge reservoir of retinal disease here; many

 people have no access to specialty clinics like Emory.”

For almost 20 years, Emory physicians staffed a much-needed monthly retina
 clinic in Covington.

To Pulliam, "Emory was a lifeline to a practice that was good for me, good
 for my family.” All three of the children from his 52-year marriage live in
 Georgia, and two are in the medical profession.

Over the next several months, Pulliam and wife Elaine will lovingly restore the family
 farmland.

 At 72, Pulliam still works half-days, seeing patients—many of whom he has
 tended for decades, even delivered as babies. Having always gardened
 extensively on his in-town property, he’s now in the process of restoring the
 farmland he was raised on. He spends time with his grandchildren, making
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John C. Hagan III

 family trips occasionally. “But mostly,” he admits, “I like to stay home.”

“Doing the right thing” has led Pulliam to another major decision. Plans are
 under way to endow a chair in ophthalmology at Emory—one that will bear
 not his name, but the names of his parents.

 “They were such good, hardworking people. They deserve the

 recognition,” he says. “And this will give my children and grandchildren

 direction in the way they are thinking about things. In this country, we

 have had good health care and so much abundance. We can’t ever do

 enough for others to justify the opulence we have enjoyed. My mother,

 whose life was very difficult, once told me, ‘Sometimes all you really

 have is what you’ve given away' "

John C. Hagan III (res. ’72-75):
 When hometown buddies in
 Mexico, Mo., said, “Bet you can’t
 get into medical school,” John
 Hagan took up the challenge,
 earning a BA from the University
 of Missouri and then graduating
 with honors from Loyola
 University-Stritch School
 of Medicine.

 Committed to an ethic centered on high
 standards, integrity, and drive, Hagan
 embarked on a life of phenomenal
 achievement.

 As a volunteer in the U.S. Air Force Medical Corps, watching an
 ophthalmologist operate on an eye damaged by a BB gun, Hagan discovered a
 new challenge: the precision of eye surgery. Physicians told him, “An
 ophthalmology residency is very difficult to get; you’ll never make it into
 Emory.” But, of course, Hagan did.

MORE >
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To update your contact
 information or remove
 your name from our
 mailing list, contact:

David Woolf 
 Sr. Director of Development 
 Emory Eye Center 
 Ste. 4400 
 1365B Clifton Road, NE
 Atlanta, Georgia 30322
 404-778-4118 p 
 404-778-5128 f 
dwoolf@emory.edu 
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ALUMNI

 From the director
 This year's American Academy of
 Ophthalmology meeting was
 superb! I hope you enjoyed the
 alumni reception and the chance to
 visit with friends and alumni.

 It was a pleasure to meet with those of you who
 were able to join us. Thank you for your effort
 and your genuine desire to keep in touch with
 us at the Emory Eye Center. As always, we
 greatly appreciate your continued support.

When I joined the department in 2008, I was
 fully aware of the commitment many of us have
 for this special place. This commitment, along
 with our sense of Emory as a family, helps set
 us apart from other institutions.

Speaking on behalf of our alumni, as a group we feel very fortunate to have
 trained at Emory. Since returning to serve here, I have grown more grateful for
 the principles and values of Emory every day. We all carry what we learned
 here into our careers: the skills, the compassion, and the ideals ingrained in
 us during our training.

Speaking on behalf of the Emory Eye Center, we are extremely proud of our
 alumni. As we learn about your awards and your accomplishments, we enjoy
 watching your individual careers evolve and grow.

This year we have much to celebrate at
 the Eye Center. Most notably, we
 celebrate the arrival of talented new
 faculty members and the completion of
 our third floor clinic renovations. And
 yes, one more floor to go! Once our
 fourth floor is complete (our goal: to
 finish in 2013), we will have completely
 renovated the entire educational and
 clinical enterprise. Our clinical
 operations have dramatically improved
 over the past several years, becoming
 more patient-friendly and efficient.

In this newsletter, I hope that you'll find
 the updates and features helpful, a way of staying in touch with our progress
 in reaching the milestones we've set.

Our lead article highlights two outstanding residents from the class of 1975:
 Mike Pulliam of Georgia and John Hagan of Missouri, both highly regarded
 ophthalmologists who enhance their communities and the profession in their
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 own distinctive ways. These two individuals feel so strongly about their
 education from the Emory Eye Center that they've each decided to give back
 . . . in a big way!

How does one residency class produce two such differently accomplished
 physicians? Our residency training program attracts top residents: people with
 a strong commitment to the profession, a desire to contribute to the greater
 good, and extremely high standards for themselves and those around them.
 Both Dr. Pulliam and Dr. Hagan have led family-centered lives while excelling
 in their field; now they want to give back to the education that helped them
 become who they are today. They are leaders.

Whenever you are in Atlanta, please stop by and visit! We'll be proud to show
 you around the new and improved Emory Eye Center. We hope that all of you
 will continue to be an active part of our program. Always remember: Our
 community is also yours.

Tim

Timothy W. Olsen, MD
 F. Phinizy Calhoun Sr. Professor of Ophthalmology 
 Chair of the Department of Ophthalmology 
 Director, Emory Eye Center
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Michael Behforouz, Indianapolis
 Monthly, November 2011 issue.

Emory Eye Center

ALUMNI

Class notes
Alok S. Bansal (res. ’07-10) is a co-author of “Safety of pars plana vitrectomy
 in eyes with plaque-irradiated posterior uveal melanoma,” Arch. Ophthal.
 2012, Oct.1, and “Optic neuropathy after vitrectomy for retinal detachment:
 clinical features and analysis of risk factors,” Ophthal., 2012, July 26 [Epub
 ahead of print]. He received the National Retina Fellow’s Forum Research
 Award in 2012 (Chicago).

Michael Behforouz (res. ’97-00) a "Top Doc" in Indianapolis, graced the cover
 of the "Top Docs” issue of Indianapolis Monthly magazine in November
 2011.

Carol F. Boerner (res. ’78-81) reports that an injury put her out of the OR and
 retirement didn’t suit her, so she has opened the first medical spa in the
 Upper Valley, Vermont Facial Aesthetics, in Norwich, Vt.:
 www.vermontfacialaesthetics.com/

S. William Clark III (res. '81-84) won the 2012 AAO Advocacy Award in
 Chicago, The prestigious award recognizes Academy members who
 participate in advocacy-related efforts at either the state and/or federal level.
 A committed advocate for ophthalmology, Clark was nominated by the
 Georgia Society of Ophthalmology.

Michael Diesenhouse (res. ’90-93), was featured in Tucson Lifestyle
 magazine’s “Top Docs” issue of January 2011. His medical mission to Latin
 America (Guadalajara, Mexico) was highlighted, including his co-founding of
 a non-profit, Global Vision Foundation, whose main focus is treating diabetic
 retinopathy. He was also named a “Top Doc” in the 2012 issue.

John Dixon (res. ’71-74) reports that he retired in Albany, Ga., in 2010.

Dawn Maxwell Duss (pediatric fellow ’05-06) is assistant professor,
 Department of Ophthalmology, at the Mayo Clinic, Jacksonville, Fla.

R. Malcolm Edwards (res. ’85-88)
 reports that The Eye & Laser Center
 (Lancaster, S.C.) was the recipient of the
 2011 American Business Ethics Award
 (ABEA) in the small company category.
 The distinction recognizes The Eye &
 Laser Center as the top winner in the
 nation of companies with fewer than 250
 employees, becoming the first medical
 practice to win this prestigious award—
won on a unanimous vote—a first.
 Previous winners of ABEA awards have
 included Lockheed Martin, General Mills,
 and Whirlpool, among others.

John Hagan (res. ’72-75) received the
 AAO Hall of Fame award at the 2012
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 annual meeting. He reported, “I am truly
 honored to receive the highest honor the
 AAO awards for advocacy of our
 specialty. I could not have done this
 without the love and support of my wife
 Becky and our daughters Carol Hagan,
 PhD, and Catherine Hagan, DVM, PhD.  I
 want to thank each of you who in some
 way has helped advance the art and
 science of medicine."

David J. Harris Jr. (res. ’84-87) reports
 that daughter Lauren and son David are
 both going into ophthalmology. Lauren is at the University of Tennessee, and
 David, the University of Kentucky, Lexington.

Mark R. Melson (oculoplastics fellow ’07-08) participated in AAO’s
 Leadership Development Program 2011-12. He serves as President Elect of
 the Tennessee Academy of Ophthalmology (TNAO).

Arthur C. Perry (’73M; res. ’74-77) reports that son, Blake, is a first-year
 ophthalmology resident at the University of Iowa.
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FACULTY

Faculty awards
Maria Aaron (res. ’96-99), Scott
 Lambert and Brad Randleman (res.
 '99-02; cornea fellow '04) have all been
 commended by the American Academy
 of Ophthalmology for their volunteer
 efforts on behalf of the Academy.

Maria M. Aaron (res. ’96-99) associate
 professor and director, comprehensive
 ophthalmology, was tapped one of
 Becker’s ASC “135 Leading
 Ophthalmologists in America.” The honor
 is based on awards received from major
 organizations in the field, leadership in
 those organizations, work on
 professional publications and positions of service.

Allen Beck (res. ’90-93; glaucoma fellow ’93-94) William and Clara
 Redmond Professor of Ophthalmology and director, glaucoma, was
 nominated  a member of AAO's Glaucoma Knowledge Base Panel. He will serve
 beginning in 2013.  His article with Scott Lambert, Glaucoma-related
 adverse events in the Infant Aphakia Treatment Study: 1-year results
 (Arch Ophthalmol 2012 Mar), has been selected to appear in F1000, Faculty of
 1000 post-publication peer review, which places it in the library of the top 2
 percent of published articles in biology and medicine. The service is widely
 used to find significant new research articles.

Beck was also appointed a permanent member of the Executive Committee of
 the Childhood Glaucoma Research Network (CGRN), an international group of
 clinicians and scientists who specialize in treating children with glaucoma.
 The CGRN connects doctors around the globe to leverage each member’s
 unique expertise and understanding of pediatric eye disease and glaucoma in
 order to promote education, advance research, and improve outcomes in the
 care of childhood glaucoma.

Douglas Blackmon (res. ’00-03) created the Cataract Events Policy at the
 ophthalmology service at the VA to track all operating room cases and review
 complications and complication rates; an outcomes-based review to look at
 quality of care with resident and attending surgery. He also created a weekly
 Adverse Event Policy meeting to identify and track adverse events in the
 operating room and review surgical cases with residents.

Jeffrey Boatright,  associate professor, research, was awarded the
 distinguished Gold Fellow status at the Association for Research in Vision and
 Ophthalmology (ARVO), the organization’s highest honor. He served as
 president of ARVO in 2011.

Beau Bruce (’02M; neuro-ophthalmology fellow ’08; ’10G), assistant
 professor, neuro-ophthalmology and neurology, was awarded the North
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 American Neuro-ophthalmology Society (NANOS) 2012 Young
 Investigator Award.

Mary Carlton, assistant professor, Vision and Optical Services, became a
 diplomate of the American Board of Optometry and was appointed chairman
 of the Review Committee for the American Board of Optometry.

Henry Edelhauser, professor and former director of research, was honored at
 the ARVO Foundation for Eye Research (AFER) gala dinner for his lifetime of
 work. He is recipient of the 2012 “Start-up Company of the Year” award at
 Emory for Clearside Biomedical, Inc., which will further develop the joint
 microneedle technology created with Georgia Tech.

Annette Giangiacomo, assistant professor, glaucoma, was awarded an Emory
 grant through the Office of University-Community Partnerships to carry out
 community initiatives in Atlanta, part of our Global Vision Initiative. The
 funding will help provide needed eye care to underserved populations.
 Locally, Giangiacomo also serves as a volunteer physician for Georgia
 Lions Lighthouse.

Hans Grossniklaus (MBA ’06), F. Phinizy Calhoun Jr. Professor and director,
 L.F.  Montgomery Laboratory and the section of ocular oncology and
 pathology, was named president-elect of the American Association of
 Oncologists and Ophthalmic Pathologists (AAOOP). He also serves as council
 chair of the American Ophthalmological Society.

Grossnilklaus was tapped as an F1000 Faculty Member of the Year for 2011,
 an international honor for academic physicians. He received  the Alcon
 Research Institute Investigator’s award for $100,000 for his work on
 microtechnology for the diagnosis and treatment of ocular tumors. The
 research includes using microbubble ultrasound contrast agent for imaging
 ocular tumors, microneedles for obtaining DNA for diagnosis of ocular
 melanoma, microneedles for injection a radioactive gel to treat ocular
 melanoma, minineedles to inject chemotherapy for retinoblastoma, and
 nanoparticles for the treatment of retinoblastoma. The award is given
 annually to six outstanding senior ophthalmic research scientists selected
 from a pool of 50 to 100 nominees. At AAO, he presented the 2012 Lorenz E.
 Zimmerman Lecture.

Brent Hayek, assistant professor, oculoplastics, traveled to Madagascar in
 October to conduct training in ophthalmic plastic surgery for
 Malagasy ophthalmologists.

G. Baker Hubbard III (res. ’95-98), Thomas M. Aaberg Professor and director,
 vitreoretinal surgery and disease, received the Senior Honor Award from the
 American Society of Retina Specialists for his work in pediatric
 retina disorders.

Amy Hutchinson (ophthalmic pathology fellow ’92-93; res. ’93-96),
 associate professor, pediatric ophthalmology and strabismus, was named
 winner of the Atlanta Pediatric Device Consortium for her Knights Templar
 project, the “Handy Eye Chart,” used for measuring visual acuity of non-verbal
 children. She was also appointed chair of Prevent Blindness Georgia’s board of
 directors. Her SOM Discovery student, Keri Stalun, won the best oral
 presentation award for clinical research at the 2nd Annual Pediatric
 Technology and Surgery Research Day featuring “The Handy Eye Chart.”

Scott Lambert, R. Howard Dobbs Professor of Ophthalmology and director,
 pediatric ophthalmology and strabismus, was guest lecturer at Tianjin Eye
 Hospital in Tianjin, China. He also spoke at the annual meeting of the
 European Pediatric Ophthalmological Society held in Greece. He currently
 serves as national chair of The Infant Aphakia Treatment Study (IATS), a
 multi-center clinical trial supported by NIH aimed at determining the best way
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 to optically correct infants’ vision after cataract surgery. His article with Allen
 Beck, Glaucoma-related adverse events in the Infant Aphakia Treatment
 Study: 1-year results (Arch Ophthalmol 2012 Mar), has been selected to
 appear in F1000, Faculty of 1000 post-publication peer review.

Phoebe Lenhart (’05 M; res. ’05-08; pediatric fellow ’09), traveled to
 Burundi in eastern Africa in March to participate in the Kilimanjaro Centre for
 Community Ophthalmology’s (KCCO) surgical outreach in Bujumbura. The
 project was funded by KCCO, Seva Canada, Heart to Heart (South Korean NGO)
 and Wilde Ganzen (Dutch NGO). One of the poorest countries in the world,
 Burundi is a landlocked and recently war-torn country in central Africa,
 formerly part of the Belgian Congo. The purpose of the trip was to evaluate
 the level of need for pediatric cataract surgical services there. Two pediatric
 ophthalmologists from the United States, a surgical scrub nurse, an outreach
 director and current ophthalmology resident from Tanzania, a low-vision
 specialist from Malawi, additional nurses and an anesthesia team from the
 host institution in Burundi, Hospital Central de Bujumbura, worked together,
 speaking four languages, to help these children. To read Lenhart’s entire
 account, see Emory Eye 2012-13.

 

"Over the course of the two-week outreach, 188 patients were screened and 121
 surgeries were performed for 80 children. The response to the initial screeners' efforts
 was overwhelming; it was not possible during the limited time period to perform
 surgery for every child that needed it." --Phoebe Lenhart

 

Susan Lewallen, visiting scholar, Emory Global Vision Initiative, was co-
recipient of the inaugural Woodruff Scholar Early Independence Award.
 Funding received will provide support for her research, which focuses on
 preventing blindness, care delivery, global health and health disparities.
 Lewallen and Paul Courtright, co-directors of Emory Eye Center’s Global
 Vision Initiative, taught the first-ever vision course at the Rollins School of
 Public Health, March 12-16. Emory Eye Center faculty also participated in
 teaching various sections of the curriculum.

Mary Lynch, professor, Atlanta Veterans Affairs Medical Center, serves as
 Association of Veterans Affairs Ophthalmologists commissioner, on the Joint
 Commission Allied Health Personnel (2009 to present), and as chair, Field
 Advisory Committee, Ophthalmology, Department of Veterans Affairs. She is
 current chair of the national Ophthalmology Consultant Group in Washington,
 D.C.  Lynch also received the 2012 Joseph D. Greene Community Service
 Award of the Healthcare Georgia Foundation.

http://www.eyecenter.emory.edu/pdf/2012-EmoryEyeMagazine.pdf
http://www.eyecenter.emory.edu/pdf/2012-EmoryEyeMagazine.pdf
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Nancy Newman, LeoDelle Jolley Professor of Ophthalmology and director,
 neuro-ophthalmology, is vice president of the Princeton University Alumni
 Association and vice chair of its Alumni Council (2011–13). From 2013–15,
 she will serve as president of the Alumni Association and chair of the Alumni
 Council. She is president-elect of the North American Neuro-Ophthalmology
 Society. 

Timothy W. Olsen (retina fellow ’94-96), F. Phinizy Calhoun Sr. Professor
 and director, Emory Eye Center, was awarded the distinguished Gold Fellow
 status at ARVO, its most prestigious award. He also was tapped into Becker’s
 ASC “135 Leading Ophthalmologists in America” listing. Olsen was elected to
 the Center for the Visually Impaired, board of trustees, a three-year term. He
 was selected to chair the AAO’s Preferred Practice Patterns, a group of retina
 experts who determine the standard of practice in the United States for a
 given subspecialty. Olsen was keynote speaker at the 50th Anniversary of
 Kim's Eye Hospital, Seoul South Korea.  His talk was "Submacular
 Reconstruction:  An Experimental Surgical Approach to Macular Disease."
 Kim's Eye Hospital is the largest Eye Hospital in Korea, serving over 350,000
 patient visits per year.  

Purnima Patel (transition year res. ’06; res. ’06-09), assistant professor,
 vitreoretinal surgery & diseases, and the VA Medical Center’s ophthalmology
 service, was selected for the American Academy of Ophthalmology’s Young
 Ophthalmologists Committee.

Susan Primo (’02 MPH), director, vision and optical services and low vision,
 was promoted to professor on MEST (Medical Educator and Service Track).

Paul Pruett (res. ’05-08; glaucoma fellow ’09), assistant professor,
 glaucoma, serves on the Fellowship Compliance Committee of the American
 Glaucoma Society. He also serves as residency program director at Emory Eye
 Center and received the Thomas M. Aaberg Sr. Clinical Teaching Award for
 2011. In January 2013, Pruett will take over as chief of service at Grady with
 Geoff Broocker as assistant chief for the subsequent eight months.

J. Bradley Randleman (res. ’99-02; cornea fellow ’04), professor, cornea,
 external disease and refractive surgery, is recipient of the Kritzinger Memorial
 Award, given by the International Society of Refractive Surgery of the
 American Academy of Ophthalmology. Each year since 2000, a recipient is
 chosen who embodies the clinical, educational, and investigative qualities of
 Dr. Kritzinger to advance the international practice of refractive surgery.
 Randleman was tapped into Becker’s ASC “135 Leading Ophthalmologists in
 America” listing.

 He was featured in Pulse, a publication of Texas Tech University’s Health
 Sciences Center, where he is a medical school graduate: Page 38. Most
 recently, he was promoted to professor.

Michael Ward (MMSc ’99), wrote a chapter and co-edited the book, Contact
 Lens Indications, Fitting and Management in a Medical Environment
 (2012), Contact Lens Society of America. In late 2011 he participated in an
 invitation-only Global Contact Lens Care Summit in Seattle.

Ann Van Wie, assistant professor, vision and optical services, became a
 diplomate of the American Board of Optometry and serves as a
 committee member.

Jiong Yan (res. ’99-02), assistant professor, vitreoretinal surgery and disease,
 was inducted into the Retina Society for ongoing excellence, leadership, and
 productivity in the care of patients with vitreoretinal diseases, the
 performance of related retinal research, involvement in retinal teaching and
 didactic lectures, and the publication of related scholarly works.

http://issuu.com/ttuhscpulse/docs/summer12pulse?mode=window&backgroundColor=#222222
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Steven Yeh, assistant professor, vitreoretinal surgery and disease, was
 awarded a Knights Templar grant to study pediatric uveitis issues. He also
 serves on the Standardization of Uveitis Nomenclature (SUN) Working Group,
 an international collaboration of uveitis and ocular immunology specialists to
 systematically classify rare uveitis syndromes for research and patient
 care purposes.
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FACULTY

New faculty
Ross Ethier, joined the Eye Center as an adjunct professor
 in the research section. Ethier is head of the department
 of bioengineering at Imperial College, London. Prior to
 joining Imperial College in 2007, he served as director of
 the Institute of Biomaterials and Biomedical Engineering
 at the University of Toronto, where he was a professor of
 bioengineering, mechanical engineering and

 ophthalmology. He received his doctorate from MIT in 1986.

Ethier is a bioengineer with a long-standing interest in understanding the
 biomechanics and mechanobiology of intraocular pressure regulation and
 retinal ganglion cell function in healthy and glaucomatous eyes. He has
 studied: the role of nitric oxide signaling in the outflow pathway; the
 biomechanics of Schlemm's canal endothelial cells; cytoskeletal structure in
 outflow pathway cells; the relationship between tissue ultrastructure and flow
 resistance in the outflow pathway; and the biomechanical environment within
 the optic nerve head in glaucoma.

His work uses a combination of animal models, cell culture, acute and organ
 culture ocular perfusion, histology and engineering (mathematical and
 computational) models.

He is a fellow of ARVO and several other professional societies. Ethier serves
 on the editorial board of the journal, Investigative Ophthalmology &
 Visual Science.

Andrew M. Hendrick joined the Eye Center this summer
 in the section of vitreoretinal surgery and diseases. He
 received his undergraduate degree from the University of
 Wisconsin–Madison. He attended medical school at Ohio
 State University and completed a preliminary medicine
 internship at Exempla St. Joseph Hospital in Denver. He
 finished his ophthalmology residency at the University of

 Colorado and completed a vitreoretinal surgery fellowship at the University of
 Wisconsin-Madison. Hendrick is a member of the American Academy of
 Ophthalmology, American Society of Retinal Specialists, and Association for
 Research in Vision and Ophthalmology.

His clinical interests include retinal vascular disease such as retinal vein
 occlusion, medical and surgical management of diabetic retinopathy, age-
related macular degeneration and retinal detachment.

 

 Eric Harris joined the Eye Center in the comprehensive
 section in November. As part of vision and optical
 services, he provides comprehensive eye examinations
 that include evaluations of ocular health and prescription
 of glasses and contact lenses. He earned his
 undergraduate degrees in biochemistry and bio-
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technology and a doctor of optometry at the University of
 Missouri, St. Louis. He did a residency at Omni Eye Services in Atlanta. His
 areas of clinical interest include diabetic eye screenings, public health and
 patient screenings.

 

 Eve Higginbotham rejoins the department this fall,
 serving part-time in glaucoma. Higginbotham left Atlanta
 in 2010 to serve as senior vice president and executive
 dean for Health Sciences at Howard University. Prior to
 that, in Atlanta, she served as dean of the school of
 medicine at Morehouse College from 2006-09 and also
 served part-time in Emory Eye Center's glaucoma section.

 She received a master's degree in chemical engineering from MIT in 1975.
 Higginbotham earned her medical degree at Harvard, did an internship at
 Pacific Medical Center, and residency at LSU Eye Center, where she was chief
 resident. She completed a fellowship in glaucoma at Massachusetts Eye and
 Ear Infirmary.

 Higginbotham was chief of the Glaucoma Clinic at the University of Illinois
 (1985-90) and was an associate professor with tenure at the University of
 Michigan (1990-94), where she served as assistant dean for Faculty Affairs. In
 1994 Higginbotham was appointed chair of the Ophthalmology and Visual
 Sciences Department at the University of Maryland School of Medicine in
 Baltimore, making her the first woman to head a university-based
 ophthalmology department in the United States.

 In 2008, she was elected to the Board of Overseers at Harvard University. In
 2009, she was tapped as a fellow of the American Academy of Arts &
 Sciences, one of the nation's most prestigious honorary societies and a center
 for independent policy research. In 2011, she was elected to the MIT
 Corporation, the Massachusetts Institute of Technology's board of trustees.

 Higginbotham's clinical focus is on the evaluation of the glaucoma suspect as
 well as consultation and management of difficult glaucoma. Her research
 interests include Phase II and III glaucoma trials, the epidemiology of
 glaucoma, neuro-protection and the physiology of the conjunction and
 trabecular meshwork.

Hee Joon Kim (oculoplastics fellow '10-12) joined the
 Eye Center this summer in the section of oculoplastics,
 orbital and cosmetic surgery. She completed her medical
 degree and internship at The University of Texas Medical
 School at Houston and continued her ophthalmology
 residency at the Cizik Eye Center, The University of Texas
 Medical School at Houston, where she served as chief

 resident. She continued her training at the Emory Eye Center with a two-year
 fellowship in oculoplastics, orbital and cosmetic surgery.

Her clinical interests include medical and surgical management of adult and
 pediatric conditions involving the eye sockets, eyelids and tear drains. Kim's
 research interests include orbital implants, infectious processes of the orbit,
 eyelid and orbital tumors, and thyroid eye disease.

Xiaoqin Alexa Lu joined the Eye Center in the spring in
 the section of comprehensive ophthalmology. Her
 undergraduate degree is from Cornell University. She
 attended medical school at the University of Vermont
 College of Medicine and completed a preliminary
 medicine internship at Mount Auburn Hospital, Harvard
 Medical School. She finished her ophthalmology residency

 at Rhode Island Hospital, Brown Medical School, and completed a cornea,
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 refractive and anterior segment surgery fellowship at Shiley Eye Center,
 University of California, San Diego.

Lu's clinical interests include adult comprehensive ophthalmology, cataract
 and laser surgery, and ophthalmic manifestations of systemic disease,
 including diabetic retinopathy, dry eye syndrome and general anterior
 segment diseases. Her research interests include medical ethics and
 international eye care.

 Vandana C. Reddy joined the Eye Center in the
 comprehensive section in November. She provides
 educational efforts at Grady and sees patients at Emory
 Eye Center’s various locations. Her clinical interests
 include diseases of the cornea, corneal transplant,
 cataract surgery, and general eye care. Reddy received
 her bachelor’s degree in neuroscience at Wellesley

 College. She attended medical school at the Medical College of Georgia and
 completed residency in ophthalmology at the Mayo Clinic. She then completed
 a cornea fellowship at the University of Michigan’s Kellogg Eye Center. Reddy
 has an academic interest in mentoring and training medical students and
 residents. She has a strong interest in international eye care and has spent
 time learning and practicing small incision sutureless extracapsular cataract
 surgeries. Reddy has conducted research in ocular surface disease, corneal
 sensitivity, and corneal nerve density in patients with different neurologic
 disorders and various other systemic diseases.

 Natalie A. Townsend joined the Eye Center in July within
 vision and optical services. She provides comprehensive
 eye examinations and assists in the diagnosis and
 treatment of urgent ocular ailments. Prior to coming to
 Emory, Townsend was a staff optometrist at Bascom
 Palmer Eye Institute in Miami, working in both the
 comprehensive and urgent care settings. She received her

 doctor of optometry degree at Indiana University School of Optometry and did
 a residency at Bascom Palmer Eye Institute. Her areas of clinical interest
 include comprehensive eye exams, and the diagnosis and treatment of urgent
 ocular ailments. She is a fellow of the American Academy of Optometry.
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 ARVO and Emory Eye Center over the years
 The Association for Research in Vision and Ophthalmology
 (ARVO) is the premier vision research organization in the
 United States and comprises more than 12,700 members
 worldwide. Its purpose is to encourage and assist research,
 training, publication, and dissemination of knowledge in
 vision and ophthalmology. Members are clinical and basic
 researchers, both MDs and PhDs.

Emory Eye’s connections with this important organization go back decades,
 but here are some current facts:

Presidents of ARVO
 In 2011, Emory Eye researcher Jeff Boatright was the sitting president of 
 ARVO. In 1991 researcher Henry Edelhauser served in that role.

ARVO Awards
Fellow Awards
Fellow awards are presented for decades of service to the organization.
 Fellows serve as mentors to others and to further advance vision research for
 the prevention of vision disorders.

• Twelve Gold Fellow awards were presented by  ARVO in 2012. Two of the 12
 were awarded to Emory Eye faculty:  EEC director Timothy Olsen and
 Boatright.

 • In the recent past, Edelhauser was named in the inaugural Gold Fellow class.

 • Olsen, Boatright and researcher John Nickerson previously attained Silver
 Fellow status.

Proctor Medal

• In 2005 Edelhauser received the prestigious Proctor Medal award,  ARVO’s
 highest honor in ophthalmic research.

Trustees
 • Edelhauser, Thomas Aaberg Sr. and Boatright have served as trustees of the
 sections cornea, retina, and biochemistry and molecular biology, respectively.

Committees
 • Nickerson currently serves on the  ARVO Awards Committee.

 • Machelle Pardue currently serves on the Annual Meeting Program
 Committee.

 • In the 1990s, Michael Iuvone served on Annual Meeting Program
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 Committee, chaired the Retinal Cell Biology Section and was a member of the
 Strategic Planning Committee.

 • Aaberg served as chair of the Retina Section.
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Picasso poster brings a
 whimsical tone to the Parents
 and Infants Waiting Room.

FEATURES

Ron Balser with Picasso poster in an EEC third floor patients' waiting area.

Aah! French art graces clinic walls . . .
Vintage French art posters donated by Ron and Barbara
 Balser now grace the hallways of the newly renovated third
 floor clinic in Building B.

Balser is a known collector of fine art,
 having given generously over the years
 to Emory’s Goizueta Business School and
 many other Atlanta organizations. Balser
 collected these particular art exhibition
 posters over many trips to Paris. They
 comprise artists from the Post-
impressionist era such as Picasso,
 Matisse, and Toulouse-Lautrec.

“I started buying French art posters just
 because I love them. And for pleasure,”
 Balser recalls. “They’re original works,
 each one approved by the artist to be
 printed. A lot of the world’s renowned
 museums—the Louvre, the Met, MOMA,
 the Library of Congress—exhibit image
 posters and have permanent collections of them.”

Almost half a century later, Balser’s carefully gathered collection lives at Emory
 Eye Center, on display for the very first time. “These posters have never seen
 daylight, which is one reason why their colors are so vivid,” Balser says.

 Read the full article in: Emory Eye 2012-13, p.27 (p. 29 in the pdf)
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Paul Courtright (far right) and
 students.

Emory Eye Center
www.eyecenter.emory.edu

FEATURES

Chair Timothy W. Olsen (retina fellow ’94-96) explains disorders of the retina and their
 global implications.

Global Vision Initiative (GVI) builds
 opportunities at home
Six Eye Center faculty members joined community health
 strategists and GVI co-directors Susan Lewallen and Paul
 Courtright on campus in March to teach an inaugural vision
 course offered at Emory’s Rollins School of Public Health
 (RSPH). The course was the result of the efforts of Lewallen
 and Courtright. “It is the only school of public health
 course of its kind in this country,” says Courtright.

Eye Center faculty already teach the
 undergraduate “Biology of the Eye”
 course, a highly popular offering among
 Emory students. Now, with the RSPH
 course, “Vision Health: A Global
 Perspective,” the Center’s educational
 outreach broadened to include graduate
 students. The intense, one-week class,
 led by Lewallen and Courtright, covered
 basic eye anatomy, how the eye works,
 how vision loss varies throughout the
 world and tropical ophthalmology.

“The purpose of the course is to

 provide basic knowledge of the

 epidemiology of the major causes of
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 vision loss globally, as well as

 knowledge of what can and is being

 done to prevent vision loss from

 these causes,” says Lewallen. “The

 need for a multidisciplinary approach

 was emphasized, and the treatment

 of vision loss in less developed

 communities makes a good model for

 treatment of other public health

 problems, especially non-

communicable diseases.”
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Jayne Ann Beck (wife of Allen Beck,
 res. ’90-93; glaucoma fellow
 ‘93-94) with her new equine
 friend at LeiKri Farms.
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Timothy W. Olsen (retina fellow ’94-96) and Leiv Takle, who serves on the Eye Center’s
 advisory council.

Have you been to the farm?
Leiv Takle (’69M; res. ’70-73)
 once again hosted his annual
 resident/fellows party on
 Saturday, April 28, at LeiKri
 Farms, near Griffin, GA. He has
 opened up his beautiful spread
 of land every year since 1997
 for a fun-filled day honoring
 our residents and fellows and
 their families.  

by Joy H. Bell

The festive gathering comes complete
 with skeet shooting, horseback riding,
 thrilling rides on a vintage plane, and the
 always wonderful luncheon spread.

Leiv Takle’s generosity to our trainees
 has continued for 15 years now with this
 event that everyone looks forward to, as
 well as his contributions to Residents
 Day’s “Best Research Paper” awards. His
 generosity has been appreciated by
 numerous trainees over the past
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 several years.
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Timothy Olsen (retina fellow
 ’94-96) and Eung Kweon (E.K.)
 Kim at AAO
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Alumni Reception in Chicago, 2012

2012 AAO Reception in
 Chicago
For more than 25 years, Emory
 Eye Center alumni members
 have met during AAO for a
 reception honoring them.

This year was no exception.  Our
 November 11 alumni reception at the
 Chicago Firehouse was great fun.

At the reception, E.K. Kim, representing
 all nine of the Anderson Korean Fellows,
 presented a $10,000 donation to the
 Henry F. Edelhauser Endowed
 Lecture Fund. E.K. was the first Anderson
 Korean Fellow in 1990. For two years, he
 worked closely with Hank Edelhauser on
 corneal research projects before
 returning to his academic post at Yonsei
 University in Seoul.
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Photography courtesy of Brent Hayek

A Madagascar experience
Oculoplastic and reconstructive surgeon Brent Hayek spent
 12 days in October in a medical outreach to Madagascar in
 its capital city of Antananarivo (“Tana”).

Aided by the efforts of Susan Lewallen and Paul Courtright, our Global Vision
 Initiative co-directors who direct the Kilimanjaro Community Centre for
 Ophthalmology in Tanzania, the visit was to provide needed oculoplastics
 clinical expertise, surgeries and training in this underserved area. The
 existing 30 clinics in Madagascar feed into the SALFA (Sampan’ Asa Loterana
 momban’ny FAhasalaman) Hospital, and provide needed surgery or other
 treatments for patients.

Hayek operated 12 to 14 hours a day for
 four days, providing surgery for
 congenital ptosis, entropion, tumors,
 and burn trauma, primarily. He happily
 reported that other physicians in the
 region participated in the week-long
 service and training.

“This was an amazing experience in all

 aspects,” says Hayek. “I went to

 primarily train local ophthalmologists

 in basic lid and other oculoplastics

 procedures through hands-on

 guidance, lectures and provision of

 materials. The primary goal was to

 provide enough training so that local ophthalmologists could care for
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 their own people.  It was a good turnout with a number of private

 hospital, public hospital and private practice surgeons who came to this

 endeavor. The warm reception and appreciation of the local doctors and

 patients was great.

Madagascar's capital city of Antananarivo.

“At the end, we also saw some lemurs, ate raw zebu and toured the

 surrounding region," says Hayek. "I hope this can become a site where

 other Emory and local physicians can establish future training in peds,

 glaucoma and retina. All aspects of ophthalmology are needed."
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Night of Spectacles 2012 was
 held at the Buckhead Theatre in
 Atlanta, Ga.
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Photography by Salvida Jones. Courtesy of Night of Spectacles.

Hee Joon Kim and Jill Wells

Docs model fashions
 for "Night of
 Spectacles 2012"
 fund-raiser
More than 500 participants
 packed the Buckhead Theatre
 on April 28 for the annual
 event, "Night of Spectacles."

The glitzy occasion supports the Georgia
 Lighthouse Foundation, Georgia’s health
 care nonprofit for vision and hearing.
 “Spectacles” brought in more than
 $229,000 for Georgia’s uninsured.

Events included a juried runway show,
 silent auction and doctor models from
 the Lighthouse’s partner medical
 providers. Eye Center physicians Jill
 Wells (ocular oncology fellow ’09) and
 Hee Joon Kim (oculoplastics fellow
 ’10-12) modeled “spec-tacular"
 student-designed dresses made from
 recycled eyeglasses.
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NEWS

Henry Edelhauser, pictured here with surgical instruments following the publication of
 new guidelines for optimal surgical outcomes in “Anatomy of a TASS Outbreak” in the
 Journal of Cataract and Refractive Surgery in 2007.

 Edelhauser lectureship takes shape
To honor the life work of Henry F. Edelhauser, former
 director of research for the Eye Center, the Henry F.
 Edelhauser Translational Research Lecture has been
 established.

Anastasios Costarides ('83 C; '93 M; res. ’94-97) suggested that the Eye
 Center initiate a lectureship fund to honor Edelhauser—specifically, to create
 a lecture that can foster translational research topics. 

 About this initiative Timothy Olsen says, “I wholeheartedly and

 enthusiastically support this research lectureship. In order to prime this

 initiative, Virginia and I have dedicated our annual Emory Eye Center

 pledge to the establishment of the lectureship.”

 The goal is to reach $75,000 to establish this fund as a permanently endowed
 lectureship at the Emory Eye Center.

Edelhauser’s leadership in translational vision research has set the standard
 for exemplifying the high impact work that Emory’s research program has
 become recognized for over the past 25 years. He has won nearly every
 national award in his field, including the prestigious Castroviejo Medal, has
 been the past president of ARVO, and was recently designated by the ARVO
 Foundation to receive one of its highest honors.

Thus far, funding for the endowment was received from: 
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             Chair Emeritus Thomas Aaberg Sr.
             Nicole Anderson (res.’ 98-01)
             Jeff Boatright
             Anastasios Costarides
             Barbara Edelhauser
             Hans Grossniklaus (MBA '06)
             Tracy Kangas (res. ’91-94)
             Terry Kim (res. ’93-96)
             Timothy (retina fellow ’94-96) and Virginia Olsen
             Mitch Watsky

The following physicians and scientists from our Anderson Korean Fellows
 donated additional funding: 
             Jee Ho Chang 
             HeeSeung Chin 
             E.K. Kim
             Kim Jongboa
             Jong Hyuck Lee
             Seok-Joon Lee
             Sung Jin Lee 
             Young Doo Yoon  
             Young Soo Yun

If you are interested in participating, please contact David
 Woolf at 404-778-4121 or dwoolf@emory.edu.
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"In those early years I
 saw a mother able to
 see her 16 year-old son
 for the first time—
following Tom Aaberg's
 vitrectomy surgery. I
 knew this not only was
 monumental for
 medicine, but also for
 individual lives." --
 Gary Abrams
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Six of the greats of vitreoretinal surgery recently gathered
 on the edge of campus to spend a day together reminiscing
 about the early years of vitreoretinal surgery.  

Among these remarkable scientists and
 physicians were, from above left: George
 Blankenship, (retired, Penn State Hershey
 Medical Center); Jean-
Marie Parel, (Bascom Palmer, McKnight
 Vision Research Center); Thomas M.
 Aaberg Sr., (Chair Emeritus, Emory Eye
 Center); Helmut Büettner (Mayo Medical
 Center, Rochester, N.Y.); Henry
 Edelhauser; and Gary Abrams (Kresge
 Eye Institute).

The gathering was the brainstorm of
 Edelhauser, the Eye Center’s former
 research director. Edelhauser decided
 this was the perfect time to assemble
 these pioneers and produce a video
 about them and their marks on the world
 of vitreoretinal surgery. Hiring a top-
notch videographer and bringing these
 five men to the Emory campus, he
 oversaw all arrangements to chronicle
 their contributions to medicine.

The result is a high-definition video that
 resides on the Eye Center website and
 also is used as a training tool for our
 residents and fellows. And, it has been
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ShareThis shown at national ophthalmology
 meetings. The film is available from
 Emory Eye Center's YouTube channel.

"This video highlights the heroes and pioneers, who solved key issues,
 developed prototypes, created the solutions, and built the technology that
 forms the foundation of . . . modern vitreoretinal surgery. The success
 cannot be attributed to one individual. Instead, to a collaborative spirit,
 directed toward helping patients with complex vitreoretinal diseases." --
 Timothy W. Olsen (retina fellow ’94-96).
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Broocker and Tom Aaberg at Grady
 in the fall of 2009.
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Geoff Broocker with graduating residents, from left, Joshua Robinson, Sumitra
 Subramanyam, Claudia Perez-Straziota, Cecilia Jung, Jeremy Jones, and Philip Laird at
 the Residents and Fellows dinner, Saturday, June 2, 2012.

Chief of service Geoff Broocker to step
 down at Grady
After more than 20 years at the helm as chief of service for
 Grady’s eye clinic, Geoff Broocker will step down in
 January 2013.   

Paul Pruett (res. ’05-08; glaucoma
 fellow ’09) will assume the position,
 with Broocker serving for several months
 as assistant chief (through August
 2013). 

Geoff Broocker’s teaching is legendary.
 He has trained every ophthalmology
 resident since 1988. A consummate
 teacher, he also imparted a love for
 humor (and Motown!) to many EEC
 residents. More important, he has taught
 these residents the value of critical
 thinking.

You may remember that Broocker and
 Thomas Aaberg Sr. were the recipients of
 a commemorative party held in
 November 2008, the gala 20/20:
 Looking Back, Looking Ahead event.
 During that momentous occasion,
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 Emory’s president, its school of medicine
 dean, and numerous staff members,
 faculty and alumni came to pay their
 respects to these two fine gentleman.

In their own unique ways, each served as
 a leader, a teacher, a fine physician and a
 beloved community member since
 coming to Atlanta in the late 1980s. Drop Geoff Broocker a note and let him
 know how much he meant to you—and congratulate him on a job well done.
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Morton B. Waitzman awarded Legion of Honor by Consul General Dennis Barbet.

French Legion of
 Honor awarded to
 Morton Waitzman
 Morton B. Waitzman, professor
 emeritus and former director
 of research at Emory Eye
 Center, was awarded France’s
 highest honor, the Legion of
 Honor, for his combat
 accomplishments in World War
 II.

He was one of 12 outstanding veterans to
 be awarded the Legion of Honor by the
 newly appointed Consul General in
 Atlanta, Dennis Barbet, in recognition of
 their work during WWII to liberate France
 from oppression. Waitzman served in the
 29th Infantry Division and was involved
 in multiple missions that liberated
 people from German labor and
 concentration camps.

See also: Alumni Association "The Post"
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Jill Wells (ocular oncology fellow
 '09) examines a specimen in
 Montgomery Lab.
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Hans Grossniklaus in the L.F. Montgomery Laboratory.

Montgomery Lab passes landmark 65,000
 evaluated cases
Emory Eye Center’s L. F.
 Montgomery Lab, its pathology
 facility, passed a second
 monumental milestone
 recently, that of the impressive
 number of specimens it has
 processed and evaluated.   

From its inception in 1941 through 1989,
 the Montgomery Lab saw some 15,000
 cases. Between 1989 (at the arrival of lab
 director Hans Grossniklaus (MBA ’06)
 and 2004, the renowned lab had
 evaluated 30,000 cases. As of November
 1, 2012, Grossniklaus had signed out
 50,000 cases, making the cumulative
 figure from 1941 an impressive 65,000
 cases.

 The Montgomery Laboratory accepts
 surgical specimens from
 ophthalmologists, otolaryngologists, and
 plastic surgeons, including eyes,
 corneas, orbital tissue, eyelids, ocular
 cytology specimens and vitreous fluid.
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 Virtually no other eye pathology lab has
 done more evaluations with only one
 pathologist on staff. Only a few other eye pathology laboratories process
 more specimens, but they generally have two to three pathologists on staff.

Hans Grossniklaus and staff at the open house for Montgomery Lab in the Learning
 Resources Center on November 2, 2012.

 Also director of the Ocular Oncology and Pathology service of Emory Eye
 Center, Grossniklaus is board certified in both ophthalmology and anatomic
 pathology. He evaluates patients with ocular malignancies and other
 conditions. His lab is a dynamic patient care, diagnostic, research and
 education service spanning seven decades.

“This is a milestone for the L.F. Montgomery Laboratory. It represents

 many years of work from numerous members of the lab, including our

 histotechnologists, electron microscopist, administrative assistant,

 fellows and residents," says Grossniklaus. "It also reflects well on the

 service, teaching and research mission of the Emory Eye Center. I wish

 to thank each and every member of the laboratory and the Emory Eye

 Center for their contributions."
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Construction begins on the "new nine"
Emory plans new nine-story hospital bed tower in front of
 The Emory Clinic, Building B.

by Joy H. Bell

Construction of Emory University Hospital's (EUH) nine-story tower expansion
 is underway now with the preparation and excavation of the new tower site,
 which is located along Clifton Road in front of The Emory Clinic, Building B,
 which houses our Eye Center.  Our beautiful tree-lined welcoming green
 space will be no longer.

 On the plus side, the Emory University Hospital (EUH) tower will create critical
 new space for Emory's health care mission, including expanded operating
 rooms and 210 ICU and private patient rooms. This additional space is
 much needed.

 Approximately 82 beds in the existing EUH facility will be "retired" when the
 new bed tower opens, for an overall net gain of 128 patient rooms for EUH.
 The project — the first major expansion at the hospital in 20 years — is
 intended to provide an enhanced healing center with a commitment to
 delivering patient-and-family centered health care, says David Pugh, vice
 president of space design and construction for Emory Healthcare.

 Hospital care has seen a dramatic
 evolution over the past decade.
 Increasingly, at hospitals across the
 nation, a trend toward patient-and-
family centered care is changing the way
 hospitals accommodate families while
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 caring for their loved ones. The approach
 supports more collaborative partnerships
 between health care providers, patients
 and their families. And at Emory
 Healthcare "it has become part of our
 guiding principles," Pugh says.

 The new EUH bed tower will reflect
 patient-and-family centered principles in
 its very design, with private patient and ICU rooms large enough to
 accommodate fold-out sleeping benches and convenient amenities.

 With its stately white façade, EUH remains a distinctive and historic presence
 on Clifton Road.

"We've challenged ourselves to improve the patient experience — that's

 what really started the tower project," says David Pugh. "Room to better

 accommodate our families, that's an important part of the healing

 process. When you see that beautiful building, it's hard to think that the

 space where we're now treating our patients was built in the 1920s. But

 technology has changed, and along with it, a need for more space for

 modern equipment."

Annually ranked among the nation's top hospitals by U.S. World & News
 Report, EUH has been at the forefront of providing medical care, combining
 cutting-edge research and technology to improve and save lives.

 The tower expansion and related improvements have been made possible
 through the support of the Robert W. Woodruff Foundation.

What about the trees? Emory's canopy policy project plans require the
 removal of 49 trees, including assorted varieties of oak, maple, beech, elm
 and tulip poplar. Some of the trees are estimated to be between 70–90
 years old. Four were dead or diseased; two will be moved to other
 campus locations.

 Under Emory's No Net Loss of Forest Canopy policy, the 49 trees
 scheduled for removal at the tower construction site will be replaced by
 133 new trees, to be planted over the coming months at various campus
 locations, Johnson  says.
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"We are very proud to
 be among the top-
ranked ophthalmology
 programs in the
 country," says Timothy
 Olsen. "The strategic
 programs that are
 being developed at
 Emory will blossom in
 the coming years as we
 continue to grow and
 expand our academic
 mission.  We look
 forward to a very
 bright future."
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 Five physicians named "Top Docs"
Atlanta Magazine “Top Doctors” issue of July
 2012 ranked five Emory Eye Center
 physicians among the top doctors in Atlanta,
 a listing of 315 physicians in the metro area:

Allen Beck (glaucoma, res. ’90-93; glaucoma fellow ’93-
94); Valérie Biousse (neuro-ophthalmology, res. '99-02);

 Nancy Newman (neurology and neuro-ophthalmology); Scott Lambert
 (pediatric ophthalmology); Timothy Olsen (retina, retina fellow ’94-96).

U.S. News & World
 Report rankings
Emory Eye Center again
 ranked among the top
 ophthalmology centers in
 this country within the
 prestigious U.S. News &
 World Report’s guide to
 America’s top medical
 institutions. This year, Emory
 Eye Center placed at #18.

 The 2012 edition “America’s Best
 Hospitals” guide ranks the top
 hospitals in medical specialties. The
 top hospitals ranked in
 Ophthalmology were named as among
 the “best for challenging cases and
 procedures” by at least 5 percent of
 ophthalmology specialists who
 responded to U.S. News surveys in
 2010, 2011 and 2012.

 Additionally, eight Eye Center
 physicians were listed in the “Top
 Doctors” category within U.S. News
 rankings. As such, these physicians
 rank within the top 10% of physicians
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 within the country.

Names with an asterisk (*) are in the
 top 1% of doctors ranked.

 • Thomas Aaberg Sr. (Chair Emeritus)
 • Allen Beck (glaucoma, res. ’90-93;
 glaucoma fellow ’93-94)
 • Valérie Biousse (neuro-ophthalmology, res. '99-02)* 
 • Hans Grossniklaus (oncology/pathology, MBA ’06)* 
 • Scott Lambert (pediatric ophthalmology)* 
 • Nancy Newman  (neurology/neuro-ophthalmology)* 
 • Timothy Olsen (retina, retina fellow ’94-96)* 
 • J. Bradley Randleman (cornea, res. ’99-02; cornea fellow ’04)

 

EMORY EYE CENTER |  EMORY HEALTHCARE |  EMORY UNIVERSITY

Copyright © 2013 Emory Eye Center - All Rights Reserved | 1365-B Clifton Road NE, Atlanta GA 30322

http://www.itunes.emory.edu/
javascript:window.print()
javascript:void(0)
http://www.eyecenter.emory.edu/
http://www.eyecenter.emory.edu/
http://www.emoryhealthcare.org/
http://www.emory.edu/


Eye Alumni | RB Kids Day 2012

http://www.eyecenter.emory.edu/alumni/2012_fall/2012-rbkids.htm[11/7/13 12:06:21 PM]

Emory Eye Center
www.eyecenter.emory.edu

Find Us On
  Twitter
  Facebook
  YouTube
  iTunesU

Article tools
 Print

ShareThis

NEWS

RB Kids Day, May 5, 2012, Mason Mill Park, Atlanta

Retinoblastoma Kids
 Day 2012
Our 14th annual RB Kids Day
 picnic was held on May 5th in
 Mason Mill Park in Atlanta
 under bright blue skies.

Nearly 400 happy parents, children and
 Emory Eye Center volunteers attended
 the event, which honors the lives of
 children who have been treated for the
 childhood disease, retinoblastoma.

The 40 RB kids in attendance joined in the festivities: the bouncy castle, face
 painting, football toss, balloon sculptures, bead art, and more. Every child
 received a medal from Baker Hubbard, who treats these children.

It was our largest gathering ever and, as always, a truly heartwarming event
 from start to finish.
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A special treat was brought to us by Tom and Judy Aaberg, who gathered up all our
 past RB Day t-shirts and had them made into a beautiful quilt, a touching gift for
 everyone who has contributed to this wonderful day each year.

 

EMORY EYE CENTER |  EMORY HEALTHCARE |  EMORY UNIVERSITY

Copyright © Emory Eye Center 2011 - All Rights Reserved | 1365-B Clifton Road NE, Atlanta GA 30322

http://www.eyecenter.emory.edu/index.htm
http://www.eyecenter.emory.edu/index.htm
http://www.emoryhealthcare.org/
http://www.emory.edu/


Eye Alumni | Renovations improve patient and clinician care experience

http://www.eyecenter.emory.edu/alumni/2012_fall/reno.htm[11/7/13 12:06:33 PM]

NEWS

Fifth floor waiting room and check in area in The Emory Clinic Building B, 1365 Clifton
 Road, NE, Atlanta, GA.

Renovations improve patient and clinician
 care experience
On Monday, January 9th, 2012, Emory Eye Center officially
 completed Phase 2 of the renovation of facilities on the
 third floor of The Emory Clinic, Building B, on the Emory
 University/Emory Healthcare campus in Atlanta.

 Phase 2 marked the completion of the second half of the Emory Eye Center's
 third floor redesign, with the first half completed in October 2011. This phase
 opened retina, comprehensive, cornea, contact lens, imaging, and
 electrophysiology services for patient care. New paint, furniture, flooring and
 state-of-the-art exam rooms offer patients, their families and clinical staff a
 more comfortable, visually pleasing, streamlined clinic experience.

 On April 9, 2012, the Eye Center's fifth floor redesign was completed and
 opened to patients. On that happy day, the clinic's crowded spaces were
 replaced with the same sleek space design that enhances operations on the
 third floor.

The fifth floor is home to the pediatric ophthalmology clinic, faculty offices
 and clinical trial exam rooms. In the pediatric clinic, our parents and their
 children now have much more spacious waiting areas in a well thought-out
 color palette.

The renovation is part of a multi-year, multimillion dollar project that
 encompasses 33,327 square feet in The Emory Clinic Building B. Looking
 ahead, the fourth floor redesign of the center's glaucoma, oculoplastics and
 neuro-ophthalmology clinics and administrative offices is underway and will
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 be completed in 2013.

Optician Cora Lester assists patients at the Vision and Optical Services new location at
 Midtown office Tower, eighth floor.

Midtown location

In May 2012, renovations were completed at our midtown location, moving the
 clinic from the ninth to the eighth floor of Midtown Office Tower of Emory
 University Hospital Midtown, 550 Peachtree Street in Atlanta.

In addition to the Vision and Optical Center, Emory Eye Center Midtown now
 offers services in comprehensive, glaucoma and pediatrics. Stop by and see
 the welcome changes we've been making! Let us know what you think.
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2012 Graduating Residents Celebrate at Residents and Fellows Day Dinner, Emory
 Conference Center, Atlanta, Georgia

Residents and Fellows graduate
On Saturday, June 2, 2012, Emory Eye Center celebrated the
 graduation of six doctors from it's three-year ACGME
 approved Ophthalmology Residency program, which ranks
 as one of the top ophthalmology training programs in the
 country, and celebrated the graduation of ten fellows
 across the subspecialties.

Happy resident graduates from the class
 of 2009-2012 include Jeremy Jones,
 Cecilia Jung, Philip Laird, Claudia Perez-
Straziota, Joshua Robinson and Sumitra
 Subramanya.

 Fellows graduating included: Jennifer
 Bromley (Cornea), Trent Albright
 (Cornea), Javier Perez (Glaucoma),
 Matthew Fabrizio (Glaucoma), Bryan
 Riggeal (Neuro-ophthalmology), Maysa
 Ridha (Neuro-ophthalmology), Hee Joon
 Kim (Oculoplastics), Daniela Toffoli
 (Pediatric Ophthalmology), John Payne
 (Retina) and Hassan Rahman (Retina).

You can also view photos of this event and other happenings on Emory Eye
 Center's Facebook site. We hope you'll check it out, and "Like" it.

https://www.facebook.com/emoryeyecenter
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Ocular Oncology team and SEOP faculty: Jill Wells (ocular oncology fellow '09), Baker
 Hubbard (res. '95-98), Hans Grossniklaus (MBA '06) and Chris Bergstrom (res. '02-05;
 retina fellow '05-07).

 Southeastern Ocular
 Oncology/Pathology
 Seminar (SEOP) 2012
The third annual Southeastern
 Ocular Oncology/Pathology
 Seminar (SEOP) was held on
 Friday, September 28. 

SEOP is based on our highly successful,
 annual Southeastern Vitreoretinal
 Seminar (SEVR).  It's a conference not to
 be missed for specialists in the field, and
 approximately 80 physicians, residents,
 fellows and others attended this year. 

The keynote F. Phinizy Calhoun Jr.
 Lecture, "Intraocular Tumors: Progress in
 Understanding and Management," was
 delivered by Carol L. Shields of Wills Eye
 Institute in Philadelphia. Arun Singh of
 Cole Eye Institute at the Cleveland Clinic
 was the discussant.

Participants brought case presentations
 and brief topics for discussion that
 focused on the clinical diagnosis,
 management, and pathology of ocular
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 melanoma, retinoblastoma, conjunctival tumors, eyelid tumors and
 orbital tumors.
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Baker Hubbard (res. '95-98), speaker Alexander J. Brucker and Timothy W. Olsen (retina
 fellow '94-96).

 2012 Southeastern Vitreoretinal Seminar
The 26th annual Southeastern
 Vitreoretinal Seminar (SEVR)
 took place on Friday, February
 17 at the Eye Center. G. Baker
 Hubbard, III, Thomas M.
 Aaberg Professor of
 Ophthalmology and director of
 clinical retina, hosted
 the seminar.

 The opening event was the Paul
 Sternberg Jr. Lecture, “Elevated
 Intraocular Pressure Following Anti-VEGF
 Therapy: Fact or Fiction?” presented by Alexander J. Brucker, professor of
 ophthalmology at the Presbyterian Medical Center of Philadelphia’s Scheie Eye
 Institute.
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Audience at the Sternberg lecture in the Calhoun Auditorium of Emory Eye Center.

"SEVR is my favorite meeting of the year. I always learn an enormous

 amount from the interesting cases presented by our colleagues from

 around the Southeast.  The event is more than just a learning event,

 however,” Hubbard explains. “It also improves the care we can deliver in

 our region by establishing and reinforcing collegial relationships with

 other retina surgeons who share difficult cases with us. The meeting is

 truly a highlight of the year."

Participants brought case presentations on vitreoretinal surgery, retina
 diseases, medical retina treatments and other related topics.  This year's
 moderators were Eye Center retina specialists: Hubbard, Jiong Yan, Chris
 Bergstrom (res. '02-05; retina fellow '05-07), Blaine Cribbs (transition
 year res. '06; res. '06-09), Steven Yeh and Olsen.

SEVR also serves as a reunion time for those of us who trained in

 vitreoretinal surgery at Emory,” Olsen says. “This year we encourage our

 alumni to reunite with Emory for SEVR . . . . As always, and most

 importantly, with the traditional of Southern hospitality, we encourage

 all of our local, regional, and national colleagues who are interested in

 discussing any topics around vitreoretinal disease.
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iPhone with fundus image from Emory Eye Center photography department archives.

Smartphone seen as tool for emergency
 department diagnosis
If you already love your
 smartphone, here’s yet another
 reason to love it even more,
 especially if you’re an
 ophthalmologist.

by Joy H. Bell

Eye Center investigators have found that
 smartphone displays are as good, and
 may be better, for reading fundus
 photographs of the back of the eye than
 desktop computer monitors.

The new technology application has been an added finding in a multi-year
 study examining the use of non-dilated photography of the back of the eye in
 the emergency department. Emory researchers published this finding within
 the “Research Letters” section of the Archives of Ophthalmology, July 2012.
 The findings follow up on a study published recently: “Quality of nonmydriatic
 digital fundus photography obtained by nurse practitioners in the emergency
 department” (Ophthalmology, March 2012).  The method studied allows
 specialized consultations within the emergency department that would not
 otherwise been obtainable. Emergency rooms of course do not staff
 ophthalmologists, so having the ability to send readily-obtained photographs
 of the back of the eye, taken by nurse practitioners, to an ophthalmologist
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 outside the hospital setting can be a critical tool. It helps emergency room
 practitioners assess the severity of their patients’ medical conditions and
 decide when further ophthalmological consultation is necessary.

“We expected equal- or lower-quality images displayed on the iPhone

 compared with the desktop computer, but instead found that the

 iPhone images seem to be superior despite its small size and lower

 resolution,” says Beau Bruce (neuro-ophthalmology fellow ’08; ’02M;

 ’10G), neuro-ophthalmologist at Emory Eye Center. “We believe that the

 phone’s higher dot pitch and brightness helped. This finding warrants

 further investigation, and should enable smartphones of all types to be

 used in a telemedicine network.”

Because of the prevalence of iPhone technology, the ready access of obvious
 high-quality images joins the many other applications of smartphones within
 medicine, such as electronic medical records, books, guidelines and other
 diagnostic tools. Its portability can provide access to any ophthalmologist
 with a smartphone.

The study conducted by Emory titled Fundus Photography vs.
 Ophthalmoscopy Trial Outcomes in the Emergency Department (FOTO-
ED) has shown that non-mydriatic digital fundus photography cameras in the
 emergency department are helpful in triaging patients who come in with
 headaches, neurological disturbances, visual changes or severe high blood
 pressure. Emergency room practitioners need a timely and accurate
 assessment of the patient’s condition. Certain conditions can be overlooked
 when an eye exam is not a part of the overall evaluation. Most patients would
 not guess that a look inside the eye is what they need for a complete
 diagnosis.

“The eye is a strong indicator of whole-body health,” says Bruce.

 “Patients who come to us with hypertensive retinopathy, for example,

 show us how their hypertension is by the condition of their retina.

"Regarding use of the smartphone technology in more subtle conditions

 such as diabetic retinopathy, we are not suggesting the iPhone or any

 smartphone be used to screen for these conditions or as a replacement

 for a patient and doctor consultation. Nothing will take the place of a

 one-on-one exam, particularly for certain conditions.”
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 Jack Kearse

Mark Prausnitz and Henry Edelhauser. 

Startup receives $4 million to develop
 back-of-eye drug delivery  
Technology developed by
 Emory Eye researcher Henry
 Edelhauser and colleagues at
 the Georgia Institute of
 Technology provided the
 foundation for a startup
 company that received a $4
 million venture capital
 investment in early 2012.   Their
 microneedle technology serves
 to deliver drugs and other
 therapeutics to specific
 locations in the eye.

The Atlanta-based startup, Clearside Biomedical, plans to develop the
 microinjection technology that will use hollow microneedles to precisely
 target therapeutics within the eye. If the technique proves successful in
 clinical trials and wins regulatory approval, it could provide an improved
 method for treating diseases that affect the back of the eye, including age-
related macular degeneration.  To date, two patents have been awarded for this
 technology.

 The technology was developed in collaboration between the research groups
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 of Mark Prausnitz, a Regents' professor in Georgia Tech's School of Chemical
 and Biomolecular Engineering, and Edelhauser. Research leading to
 development of the technology was sponsored by the National Institutes of
 Health (NIH).

 For full article, see 2012-13 Emory Eye Magazine, p. 2 (p. 4 in pdf).
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Photography courtesy of Cousins Properties

Project footprint includes future phases two and three.

 What is Emory Point?
The next time you’re back on
 campus in Atlanta, drive north
 on Clifton Road toward the
 CDC complex and look to your
 right at the new, just built,
 mixed-use complex.

Hailed as a “unique mix of upscale
 residential, retail, and restaurants in a
 vibrant, urban oasis,” Emory Point’s new
 restaurants alone will be a welcome
 addition to this campus.

Click here to see more: http://emory-
point.com/  
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The following physicians began their Fellowships on July 1, 2011:

 

Cornea, External Disease, Refractive Surgery

Jennifer Bromley, MD

Undergraduate School: BA, Vanderbilt University 
 Medical School: Medical College of Georgia 
 Ophthalmology Residency: Emory University

Trent Albright, MD

Undergraduate School: BS, Ohio State University 
 Medical School:Northeastern Ohio University College of Medicine 
 Ophthalmology Residency: Stroger Cook County Hospital, Chicago, Illinois

 

Glaucoma

Javier Perez, MD

Undergraduate and Medical School: BS/MD, University of Puerto Rico 
 Ophthalmology Residency: University of Florida

 

Matthew Fabrizio, MD

Undergraduate School: BS, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign 
 Medical School: University of Illinois College of Medicine 
 Ophthalmology Residency: University of Alabama, Birmingham

 

Neuro-Ophthalmology

Bryan Riggeal, MD

Undergraduate School: University of Florida 
 Medical School: University of Florida College of Medicine 
 Residency: Neurology, University of Florida
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Linda Kelly, MD

Undergraduate School:  Memorial University of Newfoundland 
 Medical School: Memorial University of Newfoundland 
 Residency: Neurology, Memorial University of Newfoundland

 

Maysa Ridha, MD

 Medical School: MBCHB College of Medicine, Basra, Iraq 
 Ophthalmology Post Graduate Certificate: Royal College of Surgeons, Dublin,
 Ireland 
 Residency: Neurology, Upstate Medical University, Syracuse, NY

 

Oculoplastics

Hee Joon Kim, MD

Undergraduate School:  BA, Chemistry and Biology, University of St. Thomas
 Medical School:  University of Texas, Houston
 Ophthalmology Residency:  University of Texas, Houston

 

 

Pediatric Ophthalmology and Adult Strabismus

Daniela Toffoli, MD

Undergraduate and Medical Schooll: BS/MD McGill University, Montreal 
 Ophthalmology Residency: University of Montreal, Quebec 
 Neuro-Ophthalmology Fellowship:  Emory University

 

Retina

Sonia Mehta, MD

Undergraduate School: University of Boston 
 Medical School: Boston University School of Medicine 
 Ophtlalmology Residency: Scheie Eye Institute Department of Ophthalmology,
 University of Pennsylvania

 

John Payne, MD

Undergraduate School: BS, Chemistry, Clemson University 
 Medical School: Medical University of South Carolina
 Ophthalmology Residency: Emory University

 

Hassan Rahman, MD

Undergraduate School: BA, Economics, Northwestern University 
 Medical School: Baylor College of Medicine
 Ophthalmology Residency: Baylor College of Medicine



Emory Eye Center | 2011-12 Fellows

http://www.eyecenter.emory.edu/education/2011-12-fellows.htm[11/7/13 12:14:11 PM]

Copyright © 2013 Emory Eye Center - All Rights Reserved | The Emory Clinic Building B, 1365B Clifton Road, NE, Atlanta, Georgia 30322 USA

 

Justin Townsend, MD

Undergraduate School: University of Florida 
 Medical School: University of Florida College of Medicine 
 Ophthalmology Residency: Bascom Palmer Eye Institute, University of Miami
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Timothy Olsen inducted into the Millipub Club
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